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PREFACE. - 


TN writing my thoughts on Chriſtian 
Perfection, E had no intention of their 
ever appearing in public; therefore I gave 
myſelf no trouble to conſult other authors 
upon the ſubject. I intended ſimply to 
ſet down what I believed of the doctrine 
myſelf, without concerning myſelf with 
the opinions of others. Having ſhewed : 
the manuſcript to ſome friends, they 
thought it would do good, if it were 
printed; but being conſcious of the mean- 
nels of the performance in reſpect of 
| language, or human elegancy, in order to 
pleaſe and captivate the reader; and being 
ſenſible (tho' what I wrote I believed was 
agreeable to «{cripture) that it would meet 


with oppoſition, I judged it prudent not 
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to expoſe 975 time after, J read it 
to a judicious and pious perſon in the 


country, who, though a Predeſtinarian, 
and one that believed not in the doctrine 
of Chriſtian Perfection, was deſirous of it's 
being made public. | Yet this was not 
ſufficient to determine me, though I had 
had ſome thoughts before of doing it. l 
I ſhewed it afterwards to a gentleman of 


good underſlanding, who, though holding 


different opinions from myſelf, was de- 


lighted with it, and expreſſed his deſire 


alſo of having it publiſhed; at laſt, there- 


fore, 1 ſend it abroad into the world, I 
venture it with all its imperfections. It 


is not with excellency of words that men are 


convinced of fin, converted to God, or 


built up on their moſt holy faith, not by 


faith the Lord. As the bleſſing is from 


the Lord, and he frequently ules the | 


 PREBACE v. 
weakeſt means to bring about his purpoſes, 
I am encouraged to hope this Treatiſe will 
be productive of ſome good. St. Paul 
tells us, 1 Cor. 1. 27—29, God hath choſen 
. the fooliſh things of the world, to con- 
found the wiſe; and God hjath choſen the 
webthings of the world, to confound the 
things which are mighty ; and baſe things 
of the world, and things which are deſpiſed, 
bath God choſen, yea, and things which 
are not, to bring to nought things that 
are: that no fleſh ſhould glory in his 


preſence. 


Taz ſecond part was wrote about a 
year after the firſt. The beginning of it 
being an attempt to explain the Goſpel 
meaning of ſaving or living Faith, (which 
appears to be but little underſtood even by 
real chriſtians, and is therefore, as I ap- 
prehend, a hinderance to their growing in 


grace,) I was led to treat a little of Juſti- 
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fication, before 1 entered upon the ſubject 
of Sanctification, which was the main thing 


deſigned. 


Ir the reader ſhould meet with any 
repetitions he thinks needleſs, if he would 
but ruminate upon them, till his heart 
ſhould be properly affected by them, that 
imperfection will be a means of unſpeakable 
bleſſing to him. And ſhould it prove ſo, 
I ſhall not regard the cenſures of the 


| critics. 


As the glory of God, and the good of 
ſouls are the things aimed at in the pub- 
liſhing of this Treatiſe, may the eternal 


Spirit apply whatſoever is therein agreeable 


to the will of God to the heart of every 


reader, and give the author himſelf to 


experience its full contents. 


CT On 
" 8 Editor has inſerted the following Letters, 
believing they may be of ſervice to induce 
ſome to read the Treatiſe itfelf, who otherwiſe 
perhaps would not, through the prejudice they 
have imbibed againſt the doctrine it treats of. 
The firſt is from a clergyman, the other from 


an officer in the army. 


— 


DEAR SIR, 


I have finiſhed your Treatiſe, and thank you 


. for the freſh light I have received from it. 1 
believe the children will find it meat indeed, 
and drink indeed. That uniting, mingling, fellow: 
flip faith is the pearl of great pave: 


O what we loſe, by ſtanding ſo far off, by 
having ſuch grains only of this leavening faith! 
Lord ſpare us yet a little till thy Chriſt is all 


formed in our hearts. 


I am, 


Dear Sir, 


Yours alleen y 


In Chrift ff Jeſus. 
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SIR, 


I have peruſed your manuſcript with great | 


fatisfaction, and though I do not recolle@ ever 


to have read holineſs carried fo high, yet not- 
withſtanding that, what you have advanced muſt 
be true; ſeeing you have fuſfieiently proved 
your point from ſcripture and ſound reaſon, and 


which I think cannot be gainſayed. 


I beartily wiſh I was enabled to ſet 1 my ſeal 
to the truth of it from a real experience on 
my own heart. | 

With witing you ſuch a Ka of the 
ſanctifying Spirit of Chriſt, as will enable you 


to experience the whole of it, I remain, 
Sir, 
Your obliged friend, 
| And humble ſervant. 
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Of CHRISTIAN PERFECTION 


WHAT IT 18, 
And firoved to be attainable before Death, from 
Reaſon and Scripture. 


Ei - — 


V Chriſtian perfection J would not be 
underſtood to mean the abſolute Perfection 


of God, who cannot be leſs nor more than be 


is, who exiſted from all eternity, and is the 
only independent Being: For in this ſenſe even 
angels are not perfect, though in another 
ſenſe they are ſo; being complete and want- 
ing nothing to anſwer the great end for which 
God created them. Neither would I be under- 
ſtood to mean the perfection of angels who 
are not liable to temptations from the devil, 
or from a wicked world as we are; nor have 
a body ſubject to many infirmities as we have. 
Neither would I be thought to mean the per- 
fection of Adam in a ſtate of innocency, 
though when he came out of the hands of God, 
he was as perfe& as angels, being in every 


reſpe& qualified to anſwer the end of his 
- g 
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creation as they were. Adain, though he was 
clothed with clay as well as we, yet till he 
had ſinned, that in no wiſe clouded his un- 
derſtanding, nor was any impediment to his 
ferving God, as his body was qualified in every 
reſpect to help the ſoul, to anſwer ſo glorious 
an end. Before the body became mortal by 
the curſe, it was not ſenfible of heat and cold, 
was a ſtranger to wearineſs and a variety of 
diſeaſes which affe& the brain, and in a mea- 
ſure depreſs the ſoul, and frequently deprive us 
of our ſenſes as a burning fever will, by means 
of all which we are prevented from {ſerving 
God in the manner we might do were we de- 
livered therefrom, or had not fin put the whole 
body out of order as well as the ſoul. By 
Chriſtian Perfection I then mean neither the 
abſolute Perfection of God, nor the Perfection 
of angels, nor the Perfection of Adam in his 
innocent ſtate... Neither do I mean ſuch a 
Perfection as excludes a growing in grace, 
whilſt we are upon earth: No. For I do not 
believe there is ſuch a Perfection to be attained 
even in heaven as to exclude a growing in the 
knowledge and love of God. For I imagine 


that angels as well as the ſpirits of juſt men 


made perfect, will be growing to all eternity. 
To ſuppoſe them incapable of growing by rea- 
ſon they can know no more of God, nor love 
him better than they do, would be to make 
them as God, who alone cannot- know more 
than he does, nor be greater than he is. And 
perhaps this will be one part of our happineſs 
in heaven, the having freſh diſcoveries of God 
in all his attributes through the endleſs ages 

of eternity. | = 


n 

Bat what I mean by Chriſtian Perfection is 
the arriving to that degree of faith, or that 
ſtate of union with Chriſt wherein all evil 
tempers, and deſires, together with all op- 
poſition to the will of God, are done away, 
and all that is in us becomes holineſs unto the 
Lord: Or it is the loving God with all the 
heart, and ſoul, and mind, and ſtrength, and 
our neighbour as ourſelves according to our 
preſent capacity. And to love God with all 
the heart, &c. implies the loving hint with 
all the powers of the ſoul, which. will put us 
upon ſerving him with all che faculties of the 
body, and mult certainly mean a being looſe 
from all creatures, perſons and things, | and a 
being ſo dead to them, as to be ready to A. 
crifice any or all of them when they ſtand be- 
tween God and the ſoul, or are any hinderance 
to the loving him more, and ſerving him better, 
or would cauſe us in any wile to fin and grieve 
his holy Spirit, or prevent our cleaving to him 
with full purpoſe of heart, and ſo hinder his 
reigning there without a rival. It alſo im- 
plies a depending upon him only, having no 
confidence in ourſelves, perſons, nor means, 
for any ſpiritual or temporal bleſſing; nor for 
deliverance from any ſpiritual or temporal 
evil; a looking conſtantly to God for a con- 
tinuance of his fav our, for a ſupply of grace, 
tor ſuch temporal things as he = es beſt, and 
for deliverance from all that is hurtful to the 
toul, Thus living by faith, the chriſtian fears 
nothing, but to ond God, for he knows God 
is on his de, that his holy angels ſurround 
and guard him, and that nothing thall happen 
to hin but what ſhall be for Bis good. He 


_ 
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5 zres nothing but the will of God; for hav- 
g God and Chrift, and all things in thein, 
. has all the wants, and cannot have more 


than he has already unleſs it be more of Chiiſt. 


Thus perfect love caſts out all evil fear and 
def Ire, making the ſoul that enjoys it to de- 
light in the Whole will of God, in all lis 


- ordinances, and providences, and in the croſs 


of Chriſt; it cauſes; him to be always think- 
ing and ſpeakinggsf God and of fpiritual 
things, and of other things only as they have. 
4} tendency to Ins glory, for the foul is wr api 
up and loft in God and Chriſt. And as he 
Ohriſtian that is thus devoted to God fears no- 
thing, defires nothing, and is careful for no- 
thing but how he ſhajl pleaſe God; fo does he 
rejoice ever more, pray without cen/ing, and in cer y 
thmg give thanks, which ts the will F God 
concerns him. As this ſtate of perf et | ove muſt 
necellanly include tre deſtruction of felt-will, 
ſelf-ſeeking, ſelf-righteoufneſs, jlF-inculgence, 


ſelf- dependence, and all ſelf- ſufßciency, all 
wrong tempers, unhol) deſires, vain and ſinful 


thoughts; ſo does it conſequently imply a deep 
ſenſe of the infinite demerit of fin, a true 
knowledge of ourſelves, of our weakneſs, 
ignorance and unworthineſs, whereby we are 


' conſtrained to ake nothing to ourſelves but 


ſhame, and to give all the glory to God through 
Chrift for our ſalvation, for every blefling both 
ſpiritual and temporal, and God becomes all in 
all. Much more may be deduced from loving 
God with all the heart, &c. but theſe few 
hints may ſuffice. 


To love our neighbour as ourſelves, 5 plies 
a doing unto all men as we would they ſhould 


= „ 
do unto us; and a copying after Criſt in la ing 
out ourſelves for the good of others, and ſeek- 
ing occaſions to benefit our neighbour to the 


utmoſt of our power according to the light we 


have in the will of God herein. This love 
makes us to believe the beſt of all, to put the - 
moſt favourable conſtruction upon their words 
and actions that we poſſibly can; and when we 
are obliged to condemn the conduct of any, 
it ſuffers us not to judge the perſon, but in- 
clines us to hope the beſt and to cover the fin, 
being unwilling to diſcloſe the faults of another 
unlefs good may proceed therefrom, or evil 
be prevented. It alfo ſuffers long, bears, for- 
bears, forgives, behaves itfelf not unſeemly, 
is not puffed up; ſets us not above others, but 
lays us at the feet of all men, and is kind, 
meek, gentle, and eaſy to be intreated. It 
bears reproaches, - contradiftion, oppoſitions, 
and contempt with cheerfulneſs ; it ſuffers 
others to diſſent from us in opinion, will think 
and let think, and beheves that others may be 
right, and that we ourſelves may be miſtaken : 
though with reſpect to effentials we are well 
grounded and immoveable, being aſſured of 
their certainty. from experience as well as from 
fcripture. I his is what I call Chriſtian Per- 
fection, and what I think is implied in loving 
God with all the heart and our neighbour as 
ourſelves, or is included in being cleanſed from 
all filthineſs of fleſh and ffurit, and the having 
of a heart of ff a new and clean heart. 
Which, O my God, be pleaſed to give to me. 


Or I take Chriſtian Perfection to be, what 
a late friend of mine who is now in glory, 
has deſcribed it. RY ſubjecting himſelf 
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1 | 
to the grace of God, and ceaſing from all 


things that may obſtruct the operation of 
his Spirit. We are commanded to c/ean/e 


ourſelves from all filthineſs of fleſh and ſhirit. 


Now by the filthineſs of the fleſh is meant 


all thoſe evils which proceed from the heart, 
and defile the man, Matt. xv. 19, 20. 


Buy the filthineſs of the ſpirit, that corrupt 
fountain from whence they flow. So that he 


who is thus perfect, has, as our Lord's ex- 
preſſion is, made the tree good, and his fruit 
is good alſo. | | 


„The loving of God ſupremely, and the 


exerciſing of that love, in a continual act, 
as freely, and yet as neceſſarily as we breathe, 
or in other words, the loving ,of God with 
all the heart, &c. is that, in which the very 
eſſence of holineſs conſiſts. The nearer ap- 

roaches we make to God, the more we 
receive of this image of God. And he is 
fully reſtored to that image, who is admitted 
into the moſt intimate communion with God. 
We cannot conceive of this communion in 
an higher degree than what our Lord has 
promiſed to this love. John xiv. 21. He that 
loveth me, fhall be loved of my Father, and I 
will love him, and mamfeſt myſelf to him 


And, ver. 23. If a man love me, my Father 


ewill love him, and we will come unto him and 
make our abode with him. This love being 


Chriſtian Perfection. 


« Tt then follows, that there is no ſuch Per- 
fection attainable in this life, as implies en- 
tire deliverance from miſtakes in judgment, 
-rovided theſe do not proceed from any 
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wrong temper or diſpoſition of ſoul. That 
a perfect freedom from miſtake, or errors, 


is not neceſſary to Chriſtian Perfection, is 
evident, becauſe with reſpect to this, all 
men are on an equal footing. An illiterate 
man, who is utterly unacquainted with all 
thoſe rules of judgment and reaſoning, which 
might in a great meaſure keep him from 
miſtakes, 1s juſt as capable of loving God 


with all his heart, as one of the moſt pro- 


found learning. As a man may hold many: 
right opinions, and yet have no degree of 


the moral image of God; ſo many may be 


fully reſtored to that image; and an retain 
many opinions that are wrong. For as no 
man is the better for holding right opinions, 
any farther than as they influence him to a 
right conduct; ſo no man is the worſe for 
holding wrong opinions, any farther than as 
they are the occaſion of fin, and touch the 
fundamentals, | 


That we may be delivered from fin, and 
ought to be, I argue, firſt, from Chriſt's com- 
ing into the world. If for this very purpoſe 
the Son of God was maniteſted, t he might 
fave his freofile from their fins, then it is cer- 
tain they may be ſaved. That this was the 
end of his coming into the world, appears 
from the following {criptures. Eph. v. 25— 


27: Chriſt loved his church, and gave himſelf 
for it, that he might ſanctiſy and cleanſe it with . 


the waſhings of water, by the word That he 


might preſent it to himſelf, a glorious church not 


having ſhot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing, but 


that it ſhould be holy and without Plemiſi. Gal, 


i. 4: ho gave hoſe for our fins, that he 
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« might deliwer us from the freſent evil world, 
according to the will of God, and our Father. 

4 1 John iii. 8. For this frurpoſe the Son of God 
< was manifeſt, that he might deſtroy the works of 
„ the devil.—Secondly, I argue from the end 
of the goſpel miniſtry. If Chriſt preached 
„ himſelf, and appointed others to the work 
* of the miniſtry, for this very end, The Per- 

« fection of his Saints, then 1t is certain that 
* ſuch a ſtate, as has heen deſcribed, is attain- 
* able. Eph. iv. 11—13. He gave ſome apoſtles, 
* {ome fiaſtors, ſome teachers, for the fierfetting i 
«© the e the work of the minifiry, for the 
* edifying of the bay of Crit, till we all come in 
« the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge 75 
,** rhe Son of God, unto a perfet? man, unto tlie 

* meaſure of the fulneſs of the flature of Chriſt. 
1% Col. i. 8. F/hom we preach, warning every 
* man, and teaching every man in all wiſdom, 

Eat wwe may preſent every man perfett in Chriſt 
« Feſus. Thirdly, I argue from the apoſtle's 
* exhortation. HFherefore, beloved, ſeeing you 

| & look for fuch things, be diligent, that you may 

| & be found of him in ſicace, without ſhot and | 

| % Bþlameleſs. Fourthly, I argue from the pro- 

It . “ miſes,” of which there are multitudes ; but 
many of tlrem being already mentioned, I ſhall 
omit ſetting any down here. Fifthly, I argue 
„from the prayers of the apoſtles, Eph. iii. 

17, 18. That Chriſt may dwell in your hearts 
* by faith; that ye being rooted and grounded in 
& love, may be able to ps pvc with all ſaints, 

** what is the breadth and length, and defith, and 
* height ; and to know the lave of Chriſt, which 

„ paſſeth knowledge, that ye miglit be filled with 
& all the fulneſs of God. 1 Theſſ. ni. 12. 13. 

The Lord make you to increaſe and abound in love 


(nn) 


& one towards another, and towards all men, as 
oe do towards you. I therend he may flablijht 
1% your hearts unblameable in holineſs before God, 
„ even our: Father. 1 Pet. v. 10. But the God 

s of all grace, which has called us to Jus eternal 
&« glory by Chriſt Feſus, after ye have ſuffered 
&* awhile mate you frerfett, flabliſh, firengthen, 
% and ſettle you. From all which it is plain 
that the apoſtles believed . ſuch: a ſtate as I 
% have been deſcribing. to be attainable ; and 
- therefore on their authority I believe ſo too.“ 


„To conclude, If there is any good ground 
for us to believe the above ftate attainable, 
« and that God is willing to effect it, then we 
, ought to deſire it, pray for, labour after, and 
" expect it. Not to do ſo, muſt be the e 
* folly, and the higheſt ingratitude,” ? 


Now to prove this Perfection attainable fron: 
reaſon, and more fully from ſcripture, is the. 
next thing I have to: Uo: But as the diſpute: 
is not about the neceffity. of being thus cleanſed» 

and made holy, in: order to be meet for glory, 
but whether we can be ſo before the article of 
death, I ſhall only introduce thoſe reaſons and 
ſcriptures, which may prove that ſuch | a. ſtate: 
is attainable before then. +89 | 


Firſt from Reaſon. 5 Every command of 
2 ſuperior requires immediate compliance there- 
5 to, unleſs {ome other time is 250010 but there 
is no time fixed when we ſhould love. God 
with, all our heart, and our neighbour as our- 
ſelves, therefore we muſt conclude that now, the 
| preſent moment is. the time. But did I ſay. 
10 time is fixed? Surely there is, for God has, 
taid ta-day, and again, noꝛo 15 the accefited* time,, 
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now is the day of ſalvation. 2. The very . 
ture of the command itſelf, as well as its being 


much enforced and ſet forth in a variety of 


forms, as alſo the reaſonableneſs of it, and the 
; 2 obligation we are under thus to love God, 
w that the duty is not to be deferred to a 


dying moment ; eſpecially as the word of God 
puts it not off till then, but continually upbraids 
us with our unbelief and littleneſs of faith. 3 
Surely - all the promiſes concerning holineſs, 


which is our qualification for heaven, and thoſe 


commands of cleaning ourſelves from all filthineſs 
of fleſh and ſhirit, of frurifyi 
z5 pure, and of . rejoicing evermore, praying without 
ceaſing, and in every thing giving thanks, and doing 
the will of God 108 earth, as it is done in leaven, 
and all others of the like kind muſt relate to. 


this life; but if our breath and corruption ſo 


leave us together, that the one departs not 
before the other, then thoſe promiſes and com- 
mandments do not relate to this life, but to- 
eternity, ſeeing hoe are not to be fulfilled till 
death, and conſequently tefſe cannot be com- 


plied with before it, and we muſt die before we 


can love God with all our heart, &c. and our: 
neighbour - as ourſelves, and rejoice evermore,. 


and pray without ceaſing. But I thought when. 


this life was ended, there would be an end of 


all prayer. And if we cannot rejoice evermore 
Here, what need is there of the command- 


ment? For certainly there will be nothing in 


glory to prevent our rejoicing evermore there. 


All the commandments then of the like kind 
if they concern us not till the article of death 
are quite needleſs; for if we die happy, we all 
know, we ſhall have nothing to oppoſe our 


ng. ourſelves even as he. 


fave to the uttermoſi all who come to God gy 


abundantly above all that we 
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| rejoicing evermore, and loving God with all our 


heart in heaven. How abſurd is this! we muſt 


die in order to have the promiſes relating to this 

_ bfe fulfilled; which cannot be before, if fin is 
not deftroyed before the body dies; unleſs it 
can be proved that thoſe commands and promi- 


ſes which have juſt been mentioned relate to 


eternity, and not to this life ; which I think 


no one will attempt to prove. But more of this, 
when I come to prove the doctrine more fully 


from ſcripture. 4. As God deſigns we ſhould 


lorify him upon earth, we ſhould certainly do 


it better with the heart wholly cleanſed from ſin, 
and given up to him than we ean with the 
remains of fin in it. Chriſt being not only a 
23 to teach, a prieſt to reconcile God and 


inners together, but a King alſo to reign, and 
tim. He will thruf# out the enemy from before 
them, and will ſay, Deftroy them, Deut. xxxiii. 27. 
5, and tHaftly. ; 9. believes groaning under 
the weight of in-dwelling ſin, panting for fulb 
liberty to love God with all the heart, and 


longing for full conformity to his bleſſed will 


in all things, muft have this groaning, panting,. 


longing from the Spirit of God which is in him, 
and ſhall not God hearken to his own bleſſed 


Spirit? Shall he create a thirſt which he will not 


fatisfy ? Shall he create a cry which he will not 


anſwer * Shall he give deſires which he will not 
fulfil ? So far from it, he ſays, Pfal. Ixxxi. 10. 
that he will fulſil the dſires of them that fear him. 
And he aſſures us, that he is able to do exceeding. 
aſk or think, according 


to the power that worketh in us, Eph. iii. 20. Shall 
he give his child 50 ſee and fecl the evil of fan, to. 
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make bim groan under it, and will he not tdeliver 
therefrom: * 
at leaſt the beauty of ſuch a ſtate, and not give 
him to enjoy the ſame? Shew him the promiſes, 
and not accompiiſh them in him ? Shall God ſo 
mock his child? Man may do it, but God 
cannot. Men will not e r ys are. 
not eftablifhed. __ | 
Secondly, from ſcripture likewiſe, als fate 
appears to be attainable. . The apoſtle Paul by. 
the Holy Ghoſt commands us to rejoice ever- 
more, pray without ceaſing, in every thing give: 
thanks. Now how ſhall this command be com- 
plied with, if fin. is not deſtroyed: before the 
article of death? No man can do it in his life 
time, becauſe of the remains of ſin that is in 
him, and no man can do it hen fin is deſtroyed. 
To whom then is the command given, and by 
whom fhall it be obeyed * AY: read of 8 
.commandments given to departed ſpirits, I p 


ſume all the commandments i in the Bible E. 


to the living. To the dead they cannot for the 
above reaſon, and'becauſe-in eternity there will 
be no need of prayer. And though there the. 
ſpirits of juſt men made perfect will be always. 
praiſing God, yet they will not be thank- * 
ing him for preſent” ſufferings and temporal. 
| bleflings, which ſeem to be implied in givin 


thanks to God in every thing ; ; for ey 3 ml then 


have done with them all. 


It will make nothing Wedel this ne 
chat ſome believe we 5 be delivered from fin- 

a few minutes, or hours before we die, though. 
not weeks, nor months, nor en and there- 


fore the eommand- ma ſtill be complied with, 


Shall he ſhew him his privilege, or 


: 


i | 
and power be given to rejoice everniore, ray 
without ceaſing, and in every thing give 14 55 ; 
before we die. It is plain that this muſt be 
quite foreign to the Spirit's meaning, for theſe 


words ſeem to be oppoſed to all the trials and 


temptations which may come upon us from 
the world, the devil and an afflicted body. 
As if the apoſtle had faid, Not only rejoice 
when you meet with no oppoſition, but rejo:ce 
alſo in the midſt of tribulation, and count it all 
Joy that you are temſited, becauſe an opportunity 
is now given you of bringing great glory to 
God, and of advancing yourſelves in holineſs ; 
and this do, not only ſometimes, but always, 
evermore. Be always in prayer, for you will 
be ſurrounded with enemies as long as you are 
in the world, and will be always want! 
heavenly wiſdom, and divine afhftance. An 
to be a ways in prayer, is to be ever ing 
forth all kinds of deſires unto God, that are 
ſuited to our condition, according to his will ; 
to be continually looking up to Jeſus, to depend 
wholly u him, to expect conſtant ſupplies 
of grace from him fufficient for every trial, and 
for the performing of every duty, to do nothing 
without him, to leave every thing to him, and 
to commit ourſelves wholly to him, and this not 
only now and then, but at all times, without 
ceaſing. Be thankful in every thing. Give 
thanks for 3 as well as for proſperity, 
for evil as well as for good report, for pain, as 
well as for eaſe, for Gcknefs, as well as for 
health, for the loſs of goods, as well as for the 
increaſe of ſubſtance, for the death, as well as 
for the life of friends, for enemies, and for 
temptations from the devil, as well as for free- 


J — 
A * — * 


8 od — 5 . * — 
— re — - + 12 —_ — = > af 
3 3 
* ö N 
- 


7 ® * . 
— - 
' 
4 4 
9 ( ) ; | 


dom therefrom. Give thanks not only for what - 


is naturally pleaſing to us, but for what is alſo 
grievous to carnal men; be thankful that the 


will of God is accompliſhed. For he that is 


fully conformed thereto, will be ſenſible that his 
will is always beſt ; if ſo, it is matter of thank- 
fulneſs that what is, is either permitted or 


ordered by unerring wiſdom, therefore in 


every thing give thanks, and not only do ſo 
now and then, but at all times, upon every oc- 
caſion. And what is it that keeps us from being 
thankful, but the not ſeeing , God in every 
thing; not duly conſidering that all things are 


ordered or permitted by him, and therefore not 


ſubmitting to his providence, finding fault with | 
this or the other thing, and directing what ought 
and what ought not to be. For theſe reaſons 


we cannot in every thing give thanks; for who 
can be thankful for what croſſes him, if he 


does not cheerfully ſubmit to what God in his 
wiſdom ſees fit to permit or order? Let the 
will of God be always our choice, and let us 


have none but what is regulated by his, then 


all things will be right, and we ſhall be thankful 
for every thing. Ilie pure in heart ſee God in all 
things, therefore in every thing they give thanks. 


While Job ſaw God in all his loſſes of goods 
and children, he could praiſe God; but. after- 


wards loſing that fight of God which he had at 
firſt, he loſt patience : Now what he did at one 


time, we are commanded to do always. If after 


all it ſhould be ſaid, all this may be done, though 
fin. remains in the heart, I deny it; as well as that 
any man can love God with all his heart, and his 
neighbour as himſelf, whilſt there is the remains 
of ſin in him. The thing is ſo plain, that. it 


( 23 ) 
needs no other proof than appealing to every 
believer's confcience, whether fin, when ſtir- 
ring and riſing up in the heart, though it ſhould 
be kept under, is not an interruption to joy, 
prayer and thankfulneſs, and whether it does 
not frequently put us off our guard, and in 
ſpight of all our efforts prevent our being en- 
gaged in thoſe duties agreeable to the injunction. 

Zacharias being filled with the Holy Ghoſt, 
propheſied, That we being delivered out of tlie 
hands of our enemies, might ferve God without 
fear, in holineſs (implying an inward confor- 
mity to the divine image ;) and righteouſneſs 
_ (implying an outward conformity to the divine 
will,) all the days of our life. The latter clauſe 
certainly put the queſtion out of all diſpute, 
all the days of our life: Not in the article of 
death, when 1t will be out of our power thus to 
ſerve him: But in our life, whilſt we have health 
and ſtrength. And our Saviour teaches us thus to 
pray, Zhy will be done on earth, as it is done in 
heaven. And how is it done there? Why in 
every particular, with conſtancy and cheerfulneſs 
without any mixture of impatience, diſcontent 
or unholy diſpoſitions. Can it be ſuppoſed when 
we make this prayer. agreeable to his own in- 
ſtruction, that our Lord would not have us to 
expect the power to do his will, till our breath 
leave us, when we cannot poffibly do his will 
upon' earth as it 1s done in heaven, can we 
imagine that he commands us to pray for what 
he deſigns we ſhould never perform? a 

We read alſo that He gave himſelf for us, that 
he might redeem us from all iniquity, and furify 
_ unto humpelf a ou fieofile zealous of good works. 

Tit. ii. 14. Here we ſee the reaſon why he re- 


e 
deems us from all iniquity, &c. That we might 
be zealous of good works. What! To be 
zealous of good works, when we come to die, 
in the article of death, when we can no longer 
work neither here, nor in the grave. Certainly 
it cannot be then, but when we are in a capacity 
of working, even in the time of health. And 
St. John tells us, that God is faithful and juſt 
to forgive us our ſins, and to cleanſe us from all 
wnrightcouſneſs. Faithful and juſt to forgive us 
our fins! Why? What obligation is he under 
x to forgive us, who are by nature.children of wrath, 
i | and more ſo by wicked works? All that he has 
. to bind or oblige him thereto is his own promiſes; | 
and now the word is gone out of his mouth, he 
cannot reject any that come to him through his 
1 | Son, whom he has given for the tins of the 
=. whole world, becauſe he is a promiſe-keeping 
= God. But is this forgiveneſs to be experienced 
in life? or a_ few moments, or hours before 
death, or longer ? The apoſtle mentions nothing 
at all of the preciſe. time, but the general tenor 
of ſcripture is this, He that believeth ſhall be 
ſaved, and many who have ſimply relied upon 
the merits of Chriſt, have' proved him faithful 
in forgiving them inſtantly, and have lived 
twenty, thirty, or forty years after. Will not 
the ſame argument then hold good in the other 
_ caſe? Certainly it will. Let us try. Is he 
faithful and juſt to cleanſe us from all un- 
righteouſneſs? Why? What obligation is he 
br under? Or what has he to bind him? Our 
4 merits, or our faithfulneſs? No. Nothing of 
all this, but his own promiſes which he has again 
1 and again made that he will do it, if we will 
= dut ſeek the bleſſing according to his will. For 


what he has promiſed, his faithfulneſs binds him 
to fulfil. But when will he do it? In the article 
of death, or a little before, or ſome time before 
we die? The ſcriptures: herein are filent, and 
leave us to the uſe of our reaſon, which ought 
to dictate to us, that as God has commanded us 
to love him with all our heart, and has promiſed 
to circumeiſe it that we may, and being under 
the greateſt obligations ſo to do, we ought not to 
defer it, but to ſeek and expect the power till 
we receive it. God being willing to juſtify a 
ſinner long before death, by parity of reaſon, he 
is willing 1 cleanſe the believer from all filthineſs 
of fleſh and /hirit long before death; for the 
promiſes relating to both are of the ſame tenor. 
We find no diſtinction in the bible that God has 
made between juſtification and fanQification in 
reſpe& of time. He does not ſay, that the one 
may be at any time, but the other not till a little 
before death. Do we not then diſhonour God, 
to imagine that he will be faithful long before 
death to juſtify a finner who diligently ſeeks 
him; for we make him to mock his children by 
enabling them to abhor even a ſinful thought, 
by creating within them unutterable groans and 
ftrong cries day and night for deliverance from 
inbred fin, and giving them great and precious 
promiſes, whereby they might be encouraged to 
ſeek and expect deliverance every moment, 
when, after all, he will not deliver them till 
death, The apoſtle therefore to vindicate God 
tells us, That ke is faithful and juſt to cleanſe us 
from all unrighteouſneſs, as well as to forgive us 
our /ins, Surely if he had proved himſelf faith- 
ful in doing the one, he will be faithful to do 
the other allo, if we 2 the one as diligently 


(=). 
as we ſought the other. If any ſhould ſay; to 
cleanſe from all unrighteouſneſs, does not mean 
the deſtruction of all fin, I would atk, what does 
It mean? The word unrighteouſneſs here in the 
text, if it has any meaning at all, muſt imply 
inward as well as outward ſin, whatever it way 
1 do elſewhere. Therefore to be cleanſed from 
1 all unrighteouſneſs is to be delivered from all 
0 unholy tempers, deſires, thoughts; to have them 
utterly deſtroyed, to have their memory periſh, 
fo U to feel them no 66. 
But ſome may ſay, We ſee no witneſſes of 
this, none who are thus cleanſed, therefore we 
connot believe the doctrine of entire ſanctifica- 
tion; but we ſee. witnefles of juſtification, 
people who know their ſins forgiven, therefore 
we. can believe the doctrine of preſent pardon 
or juſtification. This is nothing to the purpoſe. 
For in fact the truth is, they believe the doctrine 
of the one, therefore they believe there are 
witneſſes of it; they deny the doctrine of the 
other, therefore they believe there are no wit-_ 
neſſes thereof. Some again believe nothing of 
juſtification, and therefore deny there are any 
who know their fins forgiven; but is this any 
proof againſt the doctrine? Yes, if the former 
proves any thing againſt the doQrine of entire 
fanctifcation, for the one proves juſt as much 
as the other, and no more. Therefore if this 
manner of proving the truth is to be allowed 
1 in the one caſe, it ſhould be allowed in the 
= other alſo, and then we muſt, come to this 
| unhappy concluſion, that neither the one nor 
tbe other. is to be experienced in this life. But 
to tbe law and the teſtimony, for the moſt pru- | 
dent way is to be determined by them, and not 


c 


by men's experience, nor by what they believe, 
St. Paul, in praying for the Theſſalonians, ſays; 
| 22 Ged of | 5 
y God your ww rit, and foul and body be 
5 s/n | — to — coming our Lord Fefus 
Ari. Faithful-is he that calleth: you, who alſo 
_ will do it. Can any ſcripture or words expreſs 
a deliverance. from ſin in a ſtronger manner? 
And can any thing be plainer than the promiſe 
an next! H. will do it. But when? In the 
article of death? or juſt a few minutes, or hours 
before we die? There is not the leaſt intima- 


tion of death in the whole ſentence. Is it 


poſſible that theſe words ſhould be intended for 


| the dying? Surely reaſon dictates they are not to 


be fo underſtood. Who does not believe, if he 
dies with his ſpirit,” foul and body - wholly 


to the day of judgment? As death puts a period 

to every thing relating to time, every promiſe 
concerning holineſs, which is our qualification 
for glory, is no more to be deferred till death, 
than our juſtification ſhould: be put off till then; 
and there is juſt the ſame grounds in ſcripture to 
_ defer the one as the other to that period. All 
God's commandments relate to our ſtate of 
probation, and afterwards we thall be condemned 
or acquitted, as we have conformed or lived 
_ agreeable thereto ; therefore no commandment 


in the bible can concern us in the article of 


death ; for in that inſtant our probation ends, 


and we are no longer in a capacity of oheving or 


diſobeying thoſe commands which relate to this 
life. To. make all the commandmen's referring 
to the purifying our/elves een us. God is fiure ; 
and all the ſanctifying promiſes to relate to the 


_ ſanctiſy you wholly * And I 
ole // 


fanQtified, that he ſhall be preſerved blameleſs 
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article of death. is to make God give very ſtrange 
* commands; and: odd kind of promiſes. It is to 
mamake him ſay ſomething, and to mean nothing. 
And though God may not deliver all his children 
from ſin till the laſt moment, yet it is plain 
none of the commandments can refer to that 
period, any more than the command of believ- 
ing, and the promiſes of juſtification refer to 
the laſt moment; becauſe ſome are not. juſtified 
till then. Q that my peofele had hearkened unto me 
(faith the Lord) and Iſrael had. walked\ in my 
ways'l. I fhould ſobn habe ſubdued their enemies 
- Pfal. Ixxxi. 13, 14. Here is the reaſon why his 
people are not delivered from their enemies, all 
inward ſin; they will not believe him. Aft, 
faith Chriſt, hat your joy may be full. What, 
that our joy may be full, when we come to die? 
No ſurely. But aſł that it may be full now} 
for certainly it will be full after death, if we go 
to glory. And certainly the words muſt imply 
a deliverance from fin, for joy cannot be ſaid 
to be full, whilſt fin is mixed witli it, or ſin 
remains in the heart. 80 our Lord, after 
telling us of the importunate widow's fucceſs 
with the unjuſt judge, draws this inference, 
And fhall not God avenge his own elett, which cry 
day and night to him? I tell you that he will 
avenge them ſſicedily. Not when they are about 
dying, but /heedily. How ſtrong and encourag- 
mhe-we theſe words © 5a et ant 20 


— 


If the above ſcriptures will not prove a de- 
liverance from ſin before death, I think, none 
will, therefore I ſball produce no more; but 
conclude by ſhewing, that ſome the apoſtles 
wrote to, muſt have attained, unleſs we make 
thoſe ſcriptures, which ſhall be now conſidered, 
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to have no meaning, or 1 different ſtates of - 
chriſtians which the apoſtles make, to be one 
and the ſame. - St. John wrote to little children, 

Po men and fathers. Unleſs fathers were 
ach as had attained, what diſtinction ſhall be 
made between children and voung men. and 
between theſe and fathers ? True St. Paul fays, - 
count not myſelf to have apprehended, (ſurely 
not meaning that he had not received the perfect 
love of God, which caſts out all fear, but that 
| he had not received all that meaſure of grace he 
ſaw was for him before his departure; or having 
an eye to his martyrdom, and the day of the 
reſurrection, he could not count himſelf to have 
attained till then, being athirſt to die for his 
Lord, and to riſe bodily as well as ſpiritually 
after his likeneſs. Therefore theſe words may 
be very conſiſtent with the following, and in no 
wiſe prove, that neither he, nor any of thoſe to 
whom he wrote, were not delivered from fin.) 
Therefore let us, as many as be frerfeft, be thus 
minded, fall to preſs forward aer degrees of 
| holineſs, for there is much, more for us than we 


have yet received. And we may ſuppoſe that . 


St. John and many more were partakers of this 
. holineſs which we have been deſcribing, when 
he wrote his tirſt Epiſtle ch. iv. 17. Herein is 
our love made frerfeft, that we may have boldneſs in 
the day of judgment ; becauſe as he is, ſo are we 
in this world. 


What Chriſt tells us concerning the corn, 
that when it is ripe, the fickle is thruſt in, and 
it is cut down, does not at all prove any thing 
againſt our being delivered from fin long before 
death, unleſs we maintained, there was no growth 
afterwards which we * not. So far from prov- 

| 3 
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ing any thing againſt the do8rine which had 
been advanced, I think, it will ſufficiently evince 
the truth of the ſame. Our Lord ſpeaks thus 
concerning it: Tie earth bringeth forth fruit of 
herſelf; firſt the blade, then the | ear, after that the 


corn in the ear. But when" the fruit is ripe, 


immediately he futteth in the ſichle, becauſe the - 


the harveſt is come. Obſerve theſe words. But 


when the fruit is ripe, It is plain the fruit is 
not ripe ſo ſoon as the field is weeded, and the 


corn is full in the ear, and it is not eut down 


love, of God and of Chriſt, and yet not ripe 


for glory; for the Lord might have much for 
him to do and to ſuffer, after his being delivered 


from inbred ſin, being now in a capacity of 


ſuffering with cheerfulneſs, and of doing his 
will diligently, and both with ſteadineſs, ald 


hereby bringing great glory to God. A ſoul 
then 1s ripe for 3 when the whole will of 
God is accompliſhed in him, by him, and upon 


him. Some indeed whom the Lord might de- 


liver from all fin may not be called to do nor to 


ſuffer afterwards, therefore having nothing more 
to do or to ſuffer, are ripe as Toon as fin is 


deſtroyed, and their ſouls filled with love. And 


perhaps when God delivers his children from fin 
long before death, he gives them not ſo large a 
meaſure of his Spirit, nor ſuch a degree of grace, 


as he beſtows inſtantly upon thoſe wham he 
takes immediately to himſelf, after delivering 
them. from all inbred fin, leaving the other to 
. till they receive ſuch a meaſure of bis 


pirit and degree of holineſs, as ſhall be their 


fitneſs for glory. . meaſure of his Spirit 


when it is full, but when it is ripe. So a2 
believer may be delivere from all fin, be full of 


— 


+ J6-} 
and degree of holineſs which may be the fitneſs 
of one, may not be the fitneſs of another, for 
as one ſtar differeth from another ſtar in glory, = | 
ſo alſo will ſaints differ at the reſurrection. 5 = | 


It is ſtrange to imagine, that as ſoon as we 
are able to ſerve God ſteadily, to love him con- 
ſtantly, to be uniform in all things, to bring 
moſt glory to him, and to his Son Jeſus Chriſt, 
we muſt be cut down that inſtant. Strange ! 
That we ſhould make, as it were, a great blaze, 
and in a moment put it out, before the light 
cdan come to others, that they may ſee our good 
77 works, and thereby be conſtrained to glorify 
our Father which is in heaven. Surely the Lord 
will not light a candle, to put it under a buſhel. 
To make all the texts which I have quoted, and E 
many more to refer to the article of death, is to 
make God ſpeak in a very odd manner, and to 
mean ſomething beſide what he ſays, and ſome- 
thing quite foreign to the notion he has given us 
of our duty to him, and the defires he has created 
in the hearts of his children. As I fee in the 
bible the commandments fimply laid down with 
the promiſes annext, and I read nothing about 
the article of death, I will, by the grace of God, 
regard not the words of man, but fimply adhere |\ 
to the word of God. And ſhould I be miſtaken, /. 
I ſhall act more confiſtently in believing that!! 
ſhall receive that which I pray for, than thoſe do ES 
who' pray for what they believe they never ſhall 
enjoy till after death. And the more I preſs 
after the perfect love of God, though I ſhould | 
miſs of it, yet it ſeems to me I ſhall grow” 
more holy, and be more happy in believing 
my defires ſhall be fulfilled, and my labour 
mall not be in vain, than thoſe will be who, 


1 


my 
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though they may pray for it, do not preſs after 
it, nor believe their defires ſhall be accompliſhed. 


And Limagine it can be nothing leſs than fin to 


pray that God would do that for me (as perhaps- 
there is not a believer but prays that God would 
_ cleanſe him from all fin, and give him to love 
him with all his heart, that he might ſerve him _ 
more perfectly the refidue of his life) which I 
ſuppoſe he never will, as not believing it agree- 
able to his will thus to cleanſe me, and circum- 
ciſe my heart, that I might ſerve him in holineſs 
and righteouſneſs all the reſt of my days. Surely 
this is not praying with the underſtanding, any 
more than it is praying in faith, 


Having endeavoured to ſhew what Chriſtian 
Perfection is, and to prove that it is attainable 
long before death, it only remains that I ſhould 
now endeavour to ſhew in what manner it is 
to be attained. The believer that would arrive 
at it muſt be thoroughly awakened to a deep 
feeling ſenſe of the want of it, in order to go 
on ſteadily in the way of obedience, and: to re- 
joice always. He muſt alſo fee the danger he is 

expoſed to of making ſhipwreck of faith, whilſt 
there is in him an evil heart of unbelief, which 
would continually make him to defart from the 
iwving God. He muſt take care that he lays no 
other foundation than that which is already 
laid, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt: through whom, 
and by faith in. whoſe blood he contives in 
the favour of God, and not by works of right- 
eouſneſs that he 1. done. As at firſt, by faith, 
and not by the deeds of the law, he was juſti- 
fied ; fo by faith, and not by the deeds of the 
law, he continues in a juſtified ſtate. And as 
pardon is God's free gift, he muſt fee that 


( as )) 


holineſs f is alſo; that God ſanctifies as * 
as he juſtiſies; -andthat therefote by the dee 
of the Law. ha can no more merit the perfect 
love af Gd, than he could befote quſtification 
hy is; good Works, merit that ed Jdve - 
one ahe received when he was firſt juſtified. 
He muſt be ſeuſble of. abe purity of God's na- 
krre, and of his law, as alſo bf his oun de- 
pravity, ſo aꝭ to confirain- him ta cry out, I 0 
all unclean; thy purity I want; which 
he muſt ſeek A bis e heart. He Gould 
: ee that if he perſeveres in ſeekiog, and it | 
t\reſt. without t, he thall ſurely obtain it 
| — then he muſt know 4hat he muſt ſeek it; 
by denying himſelf, taking up his croſs, watch 
ing, praying, fighting, endeavouring to be. found 
in every duty, and feeling that after all he is 
hut an nim table . ſervants His dependance 
muſt be upon. the faithfulneſs off him xo has 
promiſed te cleanſe. us from all rantightenupneſs, 
and not upon the means ha uſes, or any thing 
he does or bas done. Sin being his burden, 
which he truly hates, and a full;gonfornnty to 
God in all things, his deſire, his! unfnithful- 
neſs and -unwotthineſs ſhould not diſconrage 
him; for he ought to be ſenſible that he will 
never be worthy, and that he is never likely to 
be faithful, whilſt his heart remains deceitful, 
which 1t will be, whilſt ſin or unbelief is in it. 
Therefore he ſhould eye the promiſes whereby 
he might partake of the: divine nature, and look 
upon himſelf as the object to whom they be- 
long, as not being made to the pure in heart, 
but 1 to thoſe who deſire to he ſo. The language 
then of his heart ſhould be: though I am not 
worthy, and can do SY to deſerve a deli- 


verance from fin, yet my unworthineſs ſhall 
not keep me from it, for he who has called me 
to be ſanctified wholly, ſpirit, foul and body, 
is faithful, and he will do it. 1 Theſſ. v. 23. 24. 
The Lord has promiſed to circumciſe my heart, 
that I may love him with all my heart, foul, mind, 
and firength. Deut. xxx. 6. 75 erge- 
enemies, and defiroy them. Deut. xxxiii. 27. 75 


iuble clean water ipon me, at I may be clean || 


From all my filthineſs, and from all my idols to 
cleanſe me. A new heart alſo to give me, and to 
take away tie flony heart - o , my ft, and to 
give me an heart of n *And"to- fur his ſpirit 


and to lech his judgments, and di tim. Ezekiel 


xxxvi. 25-29. And as thou, O Lord, art not 
as man that thou ſhouldeſt lie, J believe thou 
wilt do even as thou haſt ſaid. A belief hereof 
will make him to ſeek, and expect the renewal 
of bis ſoul in righteoufneſs, in pight of all 
oppoſitions. Yea, though the Lord proves 
him for a while by dryneſs in prayer, deadneſs 
in every ordinance ; lays open to his view all 
the evil of his heart, and permits the enemy to 
come in as a flood, yet will he ſay, He that 
fall come, will. come, and 'will not tarry. Theſe 
temptations being intended for his good, if he 
will exerciſe: faith, inſtead of giving place to 
evil-reaſoning, murmuring, and impatience, 
his ſoul ſhall be brought nearer to God thereby. 
The Lord firſt proves us various ways, before 
be gives us the bleſſing. He will delay the 
fulfilment of his promiſes for a ſeaſon; to try 
our faith, to prove whether we will continue 
to ſeek: till he find, and patiently wait his time, 
and {imply rely upon his faithfulneſs to do as 


* 


"> 
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he has promiſed, in ſpight of our unworthineſs 
and corruption, his delays, and all. oppoſitions 
whatever. So he tried the children of Iſrael 


whom he intended to bring into the good land, 


but becauſe they grew impatient, and gave way 
to unbelief and murmuring, He /wore in his wrath, 


that they ſhould not enter into his reſt. Let him 
therefore that would enter into that reſt, where 
God is loved alone, and all is joy and peace, 
take heed he does not fall ſhort of it after their 


example, and charge God fooliſhly; but rather 
let him be diſcouraged by nothing, not even 
by his. falls, knowing that a full Sa 0 


* 


* 


and to pleaſe him the only thing he would aim 
at. But let him act faith upon Jeſus Chriſt, the 
goodnefs of God, and his promiſes, by means 
of which bis faith ſhall be increaſed, he ſhall 
receive more ſtrength, and light, and the pro- 
miſes ſhall be ſurely accompliſhed in due ſeaſon. 
No child of God that deſires to be delivered 
from inbred fin, ſhould look to his unworthineſs, 


to the length of time he has been. juſtified, to 


his faithfulneſs and ſteadineſs fince he has been 
pardoned, to his ſufferings ; neither to this nor 
to the other believer who is not yet delivered 
from his evil heart; but to Chrilt /ttmg upon 
is throne, and creating all things new, conſider- 
ing whether he now thirſts, and uſes the means, 


and to the promiſes relating to fuch an one, and 
to ſuch a condition. One of which promiſes. 


is this, Let iim that is athir/? come, in the pre- 
ſent tenſe. Come now, come whilſt he is athirſt, 
come as ſoon. as he is athirſt; not when his 
thirſt is gone, for then he will not come, beſide 
there is no promiſe for any who is not athirſt. 


ES 
Agreeable to this is that other text, "Bleſſed" are 
they who hunger and 'thirfl after "righteouſneſs, 
for they /hall be filled.” And though the Lord 
ſhould with-hold the bleſſing for a feafon to try 
his faith and patience, let him continue ſeeking 
and truſting in the Lord, and expecting it every 
moment. He ſhould be entirely refigned to the 


will of God, leaving the time and mann er to 
him when and how to beſtow it, only he muſt 


obſtinately perſiſt in ſeeking and expecting, 
becauſe he who has promiſed cannot lie; and 
nothing pleaſes God more than ſuch a well- 


grounded confidence in him as is not to be 
thaken upon any account. No; though he 


ſhould ſeemingly deny to ſatisfy his deſires, and 
ſhould deal with hini as with the Syrophoenician 
woman, whoſe faith he ſo much applauded; and 
as God is true, he will meet with her ſucceſs, 
for he ſhall be delivered; and that erelong. For 
his encouragement he has theſe ſcriptures, O 
that my fieople had hearkened to me, (that is, 
believed me) and 1/rael had walked in my ways ! 
T1 flould foon have ſubdued their enemies. Mark 
tiat word, Soon: And fhall not God avenge his 
orb elect, which cry day and niglit to him? I tell 
you that he will auenge them ſpeedily. Obſerve 
that word. alſo, Sfeedily. Reader, may the 


Lord impreſs it upon thy heart; that if thou art 


fincerely ſeeking the bleſſing, he may /þeedily 
avenge thee. —If any man ſhould aſk whether 
the deſtruction of fifi'is gradual or inſtantaneous, 
1 anſwer it is both. And fo is juſtification. The 


one is as the other. - A ſinner is firſt convinced 


of ſin, then of unbelief, afterwards of his own 
righteouſneſs being but as filthy rags, and by 
continuing in the means of grace; grows in the 
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PE 


TORE OR of himſelf, ſin, and the nature of 


faith, and ſome weeks, months, or years after, 
is juſtified. And though this may not be the 
experience of all, yet it is of many, Some 


— perhaps may be eee, at one and the ſame 


time of ſin, unbelief, and the inſufficiency of 
their own.righteouſne!s to merit God's favour; 
yet they grow in this knowledge, and receive 
more and more power accordingly to forſake 
ſin, renounce themſelves, and fee the great need 
they have of Chriſt; and after a while they are 
ſet at liberty. In both caſes, though in the 
above inſtances the work is gradual, yet, the 
removal of guilt, or the act of juſtifying, is 
inſtantaneous. In like manner, a believer 
denies himſelf, mortifies the deeds of the body, 
ſtrives. to ſuffer, and to do all the will of God, 


endeavours to have: a watchful ſpirit, and to 
keep under all his corruptions, that they, might 


in no wiſe have power over him; but, after all, 


finding he is often taken off his guard, by means 


of which he is frequently overcome by im- 
patience, pride, fooliſh defires, vain thoughts g 
and ſometimes led to murmur at providence; 

yea, to neglect duties, to grow weary. of n 


nances, to be cold, dead, and wandering in the 


uſe of them; and to give place to lightneſs, 
unprofitable talk, and unneceſſarily ſpeaking 
of the faults of others, he is more convinced 
of the ſinfulneſs of ſin, the deceitfulneſs of 
his own heart, and the preciouſneſs of Chriſt; 

whereby he ſees that every moment he needs 
the merit of his death, and his conſtant teach- 
ing; but more eſpecially that he wants him as 
a king, to deſtroy all his enemies. By means 


of this great oppoſition which ſin makes, he 
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is made very ſenſible of the abſoldte accellity 


there is of having it totally taken away, root 


and branch, and therefore ſtrives againſt it with 


all his might ; though the more he is deter- 
mined to have it deſtroyed, the more it oppoſes; 
er the believer that is thus ſtruggling for maf- 

, feels the power and ſtrength of 1t perhaps 


in a greater degree than another, who is not _ 


like-minded. It is probable when the ſtruggle 


is at the height, the heliever fighting againſt it, 
as it were foot to footy he never felt ſin ſo 
| firong and powerful as m and he may be ſo 


or to it, as to think he muſt yield, and can 


hold out no more. Then it" is that Chriſt, the | 
captain of his ſalvation,” Reps forth, and Clays 


it with the brightneſs of his coming; then in 
an inſtant the oppoſition ends, the carnal 
mind vaniſhes away, and the foul is ſet at full 
liberty, Nevertheleſs after this, there is a con- 
ſtant growing, and receiving more and more of 
the image of God, till we are ripe for glory, 
the corn being now but juſt full in the ear. 
And this deliverance from fin, as well as the 
deliverance from guilt, may be within a few 
weeks, or months after we begin to feek it 
as we ought. For we do not read in the bible 
that we muſt feek it, fo long a time at leaſt, 
before we ſhould expect to receive it; or that 


2 @ finner has greater encouragement to expect 


ardon much ſooner after he begins to ſeek it 
in good earneſt, than a behever to expect 
freedom from inbred fin, when he ſeeks it 
with his whole heart. To me it appears, that 
the ſcriptures give the ſame encouragement to 
the one as to the other. Why ſo few attain to 
. ä from ſin, and ſo many experience the - 


tw a. 

forgiveneſs of their ſins, a good reaſon' may 
be affigned. Many believe and ſeek the one; 
but few believe and ſeek the other, _ | 


That the deſtruction of fin is inſtantaneous, 
is evident, becauſe the rooting of it out, or 
making a full end of it, depends not at all upon 
works, nor upon our faithfulneſs, any more than 
juſtification depends thereon, but entirely upon 
our believing God that he will do as he has pro- 
miſed, and upon his faithfulneſs to accompliſh 


, 


what he has eng t c 

our believing. I it mould be faid, there is a 
difference between ateeker and a believer, and 
that more is required of the one than of the 
other; I deny it abfolutely with reſpe& to me- 
riting any thing, If means are to be uſed by 
the one, ſo are they to be ufed by the other; 
and as the one ſhould, ſo ought the other to 
look through them to Chriſt. What the one 


ſhould expect from them, the other ought, and 


no more. The believer has no more to bring, 
than the ſinner, and can receive nothing from 
| God but by faith; being ſanctified as well as 
juſtified thereby, Acts xxvi. 18. By faith we 
obtain promiſes, Heb. xi. 33. 


It is with fin, as it is with a tree. You may 
lop it, but the branches will grow again; take 
It up by the roots, and the memory of it ſhall 
periſh, You may imagine a particular ſin is 
deſtroyed, and aim at the deſtruction of an- 
other; but becauſe the roat remains, you Mall 
find, when a proper occaſion offers, that that 
fin, though apparently dead, ſhall riſe again, 
and attack you with more violence than ever. 
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do, upon condition of 


another. is never the ray 


(4) 
And becauſe you thought it dead, you will be 


in greater danger of being overcome by it; an 


this may be the caſe, after it has been aſleep fe 
Jears. To aim at the deſtruction of any one 
lin, without laying the axe to the root, is like 
rocking a child to ſleep, whom. you may quiet 
for the preſent, but he will awake by and by, 


and Aire you as much if not more trouble than 


ever. To ſtrive to have the heart cleanſed 
from all corruption, hy deſtroying one ſin after 
gleanſe it, for who 
knows the thouſandth pat Sf gis tins? And if 
any had a thorough knowledge of all the 
branches ſpringing from the root of ſin, he 
would require an eternity to purify his heart in, 
ſeeing he is ſo long before he can apparently ac- 
coimpliſh the deſtruction of one; and, after flat 
tering himſelf for a ſeaſon, that he has entirely 
conquered it, he is again as violently aſſaulted 
by the * as if it was the only ſin now re- 
maining, and all the reſt were totally deſtroyed, 
though perhaps a hoſt of them, after a while, 
ſhall attack him all together, and drive him to his 
wit's end. The deſtruction of fin being an act 
of omnipotency, is not effected by N nor by 


frower, but by my Surit, ſaitli the Lord. It is de- 


ſtroyed at a ſtroke, when the Lord lays to his 


hand; dries up the fountain, and unites us 


wholly to himſelf. However, if we defire de- 
liverance, we muſt uſe the means; but we muſt 
expect no more from them, than the Iſraelites 
expected from the blowing of rams horns; yet, 
had they not performed that command, God 


would not have thrown down the walls of 


Jericho, being not bound by his promiſe to do 
it, but upon their following his directions. 80 


ps „ 

only the mighty power of God can throw down 
the walls of indwelling ſin in our hearts; and he 
will not do it, but in the uſe of the means he 
has ordained. From what has been ſaid it ap- 
pears to me, that I have advanced nothing but 
what is altogether ſcriptural, and agreeable to [ 
ſound, experience; ſanctification muſt be ac- =_ 
knowledged to be a progreſſive work, and the 
deſtructien of fin an inſtantaneous act. 


PART. II. 


Xs faving or living faith is little underſtood, 
and made to mean ſomething elſe than 

_ what it really is; purpoſe in the following diſ- 
courſe, to treat of it in the ſenſe it bears in the 
word of God, which is nothing leſs than an 
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union with Fefus Chriſt, Saving faith, or union Hi 
with Chriſt, are only different - expreſſions, MK 
meaning the fame thing. Faith, T know, in " 
feripture has various acceptations; as the be- 71 
heving of what is therein recorded, a power to = 
work miracles, and a firm reliance upon God i| 


when we draw near to him in any ordinance, 
for he that cometh to God, muſt believe that he is, 
and that he is à rewarder of them who diligently 
feek him. But relying upon God, or truſting in 
him, or a-{trong. perſuaſion that he will ſnew 
mercy, only delivers the ſoul from guilt, as it 


unites the foul and Chriſt together, and is no _— 
25 farther ſaving than as it is a mean which God | 
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makes uſe of to effect this union; for we are 
not juſtified out of, but in Chriſt This is 


plain. For as ſoon as we are ſenfible of our 
juſtification, we are ſenſible of our new inward 
creation; that is, of a change of heart, and 
certainly that change can be only derived trom 
union with the Lord of life and glory, and 
not ſeparate from him. Therefore that which 
is the cauſe of the one, muſt he the cauſe of 


the other alſo. Unleſs it is by this union we 


are juſtified, faith will be a work, ſo that we 
thall then get to the law. for juſtification. We 
know ſome have had a firm reliance upon God 


for a conſiderable time before they have received 


a ſenſe of pardon, and power to rejoice, and 
bring forth the fruits of holineſs; therefore this 
can be nothing more than a faith to be healed, 
and faving or living faith can be nothing leſs 
than union. with Chriſt, for Chriſt 7s our life, 
St. Paul and St. 85 both tell us ſo. And as 
depending upon God's faithfulneſs to fulfil his 
juſtifying promiſes, and relying upon the ſatiſ- 
faction made by Chriſt for fin, effect this union, 
which immediately gives a ſenſe of pardon, and 
a new heart; ſo afterwards depending upon the 
faithfulneſs of God to fulfil all his ſanctifying 

"romiſes, and a hearty embracing of Chriſt as 


our ſanctification and 1edemption, as well as 


wiſdom and righteouſneſ 8, the union increaſes, 
and as it increaſes, the ſoul is more and more 
transformed into the image of God. Living 
faith then implies the conjunction of Chriſt and 
a ſincere penitent, whereby the creature, though 
by nature a child of wrath, is now made a child 
of God. Ye are the children of God, ſaith St. 
Paul, by faith in Chriſt deln It would be ab- 
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has. to ſuppoſe any a child of God, and not 


united to him And that St paul means by 
faith union with Chriſt, is plain; for in another 
place he ſays, 7here is now therefore no condemna- 
tion to them who are in C Ari J 4%. 80 we lee, 
with the apoſtle, 5e/1evins and being in Chriſ are 
ſynonymous. In the Epinle to the Hebrews, 
we read, Faith i he /b/lance, or ſubſiſtance. of 
things hojied for; and what can that be? But 


ri in us the, hohe of glory, Chriſt tells us, 


that every one who eur! am him hath. everlaſt- 
ing life. And in another place to Martha he 
lays, I am the reſurrection and the life. By theſe 
ſcriptures we ſee, we have life only by virtue of 
this conjunction, as the branch has life from its 
union with tlie vine. Hence we alſo learn, that 
eternal life commences as ſoon as we are united 
to Chriſt. He that believeth hath lite, as natu- 
rally as a branch in a vine has it. It is not ſaid, 
ſhall have it; for as ſoon as the union is, this 
life begins. Therefore it is that faith works by 
love, becauſe it is union with the God of love. 
To talk of being juſtified firſt, and then united 
to Chriſt, is unſcriptural ; for we are not juſti- 
tied out of, but in Chritt, as 1 have already 
obſeryed., 


In order to the being reconciled to God, no- 
thing is required, St. Paul tells us, but believ- 
ing; for 1% him that. workcth not, but believeth on 
him that juftifeeth the ungodly, his Faith 15 counted 
for righteouſneſs. Many good icafoiis may be 
afigned why we cannot pe juſtified by works, 
but L thall for brevity's ſake mention only one. 
Had juſtification been by the deeds of the law, 
no fleſh could be ſaved; for till we are freely 
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juſtified, we can do no good works, can bring 
forth no fruit unto holineſs. The reaſon ap- 
pears plain. Faith, whereby we are freely juſti- 

fed, being nothing leſs than the union of Chriſt 
and the foul, by virtue of which we are ac- 
cepted of the Father, it is the only mean alſo 
whereby we can be enabled to work the works 
of God; for without me, ſeparate from me, 
ſays our Lord, you can de nothing. This is 
God's way of juſtifying a finuer. The creature 
being in Chriſt, who i the way to the Father, 
Fohn xiv. 6. God cannot condemn him, with-- 
out condemning his Son too, becauſe they are 
one ſpirit, 1 Cor. vi. 17. On the contrary, 
God being always well pleaſed with his well- 
beloved Son, he is well pleaſed with the creature 
that is united to him. Now by this conjunc— 
tion, the believer receives from Chriſt a new 
nature, from whence fpring all the fruits of ho- 
Rneſs both inward and outward ; they abound 
more and more, as the union increaſes. So 
foon as we are in Chriſt, ſanctification then be- 
gins, and not before; for in that inſtant, we 
begin to partake of the divine nature. Vet this. 
union is not to be expected, but in a diligent 
waiting upon God, in all his ordinances, for it. 
And in uſing the means of grace, we ſhould 
fingly eye this union, ſo as not to expect a ſenſe 
of pardon, or a change of heart, any other 
way, and at the ſame time be perſuaded there is 
no poſſibility of miſſing of either in thus ſeek- 
ing it. We ſee then the way to have our fins 
pardoned, our guitt removed, and our ſouls 
transformed into the image of God, ſo as to be 
made partakers of his holy nature. By. this 
conjunction Chriſt is made unto believers, wif= - 


- 
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dom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification and redemp- 
tion, and therefore unto ſuch he is precious; 
for unto you, ſaith St Peter, who believe, or are 
one with him, he is precious, But then he is Ku 
only ſo far precious, as we are united to him; U 
therefore the children of God are called upon _—_ 
to grow in grace, or to ſeek a greater nearneſs iy 
to him, who is our liſe, till they are wholly loſt = 
and fwallowed up in this fountain ; tilleach can = 
ſay, T live not, ſelf being totally deſtroyed, but 1 
Chrift liveth -in me. Believers not ONE. BY 
ſeeing that our growing in the image of God, 
depends wholly upon this increaſing union, ſeek 1 
for the. increaſe of love and other graces, as 
things ſeparate from Chriſt, They are not ſeꝛn Hh 
Hble that no grace can be increaſed without this 
increaſe of union, and that of conſequence, as 
one grace increafes, all the. other graces of the 
Spirit will increaſe alſo, ſeeing we can have a T 
growth in none, without being more united to «4 
our living Head. And we cannot be nearer | 
him, without having more of his image. To 
ſee in a clear light, that we cannot grow in a 
ſingle grace, without growing in all the fruits of 
the. Spirit at the ſame time; let us conſider how 
it is with children. You know, when they are 4 
born, they have all the parts of a man, and as 
one of their members grows, they all grow, | 
and all at the ſame time, becauſe they are all ; 
united to the ſame body, from whence they all | ; 
receive at the ſame time, that nouriſhment and . 
life which is 'needful for them. And ſo they 1 
continue growing, till they arrive to manhood, N 
when every member is perfected. Juſt ſo it is 
with chriſtians. When they are born again, 
they have all the graces of the Spirit, and as 
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they grow up into Chriſt, every grace increaſes 
together. If believers would advert more to 
this, they would ſave themſelves. a great deal of 
trouble, would ſoon attain to the mind which 
was in Chriſt, and enter into a glorious reſt, 
Sanctification, we ſee then, is carried on only 
as we are more and more united to Jeſus; for 
he gives us not grace, as a man gives money to 
his friend: but gives us holineſs,” by taking us 
into himſelf, and the increaſe of holineſs, by 
incorporating us more with himſelf. To grow 
in grace, means to increaſe in union with Jeſus. 
We firſt have more of the giver, and then more 
of bis gifts, more of ſpiritual things, as natu- 
rally flowing from him. As before we were 
joined to Jeſus, we enjoyed neither a ſenſe of 
pardon, peace, joy, love, power, nor any de- 
gree of . theſe can now be only in- 
ereaſed, by having more of him from whence 
they all originally ſprung. As holineſs cannot 
be had ſeparate from Chriſt, ſo a believer cannot 
be in Chriſt, and not be holy. Therefore the 
more union, the more holineſs. In order then 
to be delivered from the remains of fin, we 
muſt have greater oneneſs with Chriſt, if I 
may ſo ſpeak. Or in the apoſtle's words, the 
Lord muſt fo live in us, x compete might no 
longer live. Then in the true ſenſe of the 
word, we give God our hearts, and are made 
pure in heart, but not before. Then we know 
what it means, to have our life hid with Chrift 
in God, to have fellowſhip with the Father and 
the Son, to have the Holy Ghoſt abiding in 
us, ſo teaching us all things, and ſo bringing 
all things to our e weer And then 
with Enoch we always have this teſtimony, 
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that we pleaſe God, and how can we but pleaſe 


him, when Chriſt is the life of our ſouls, and 


all our works are wrought in him and by him, 


8 iſa. XX V1. 18. Do you then not ſee, believers, _ 


that if you continue in the old tract, ſeeking 
holineſs to be infuſed into your ſouls, as a thing 


ſeparate from Chriſt, you cannot attain to 


Chriſtian Perfection? Perhaps, it will be hard 
to convince any of you, who are ſincere, that 
you have been doing it. But I will endeavour, 
as it is a matter of great importance, to con- 
vince you, if poſſible, that you have. It is 
likely you expect this change to be wrought in 
you, only by Chriſt's coming into your hearts, 
and taking full poſſeſſion of them; but then 
do you not expect to have Chriſt, and your 
ſouls which are renewed after his image, as two 
diſtinct things in you? Cannot you then ſee, that 
this is not being one with Chriſt, and that you 


and Chriſt ſtill remain two diftin& things? 


Whereas Chriſt tells us, we are one with him, 
even as he and his Father are one. Will you 
ſay, the Father and the Son are diſtin& from each 
other? No ſurely. They are ſo one, that 
Chriſt tells us, that what the Father does, that 
does He. And this holds good with reſpect to 
his members; for that which our Father and 
Saviour do in us, and by us, we do, and no 
more. This is a great myſtery, that three per- 
ſons ſhould be but one God But this is as 
great, God joining our humanity to his divinity, 
and becoming one Chriſt! And this perhaps 
falls not ſhort of it, that the holy Jeſus ſhould 
join filthy fingers to himſelf, and that theie 
ſhould become one with the Father. St. Paul, 
ſpeaking as his maſter, ſtrengthens my aſſer- 
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a for he ſays, that he who is joined to the 
ord, is one ſfirit! We might then well ſay 
with the ſame apoſtle, great is the myſlery of god- 
lineſs ! Jeſus. Chriſt, as God, could not act 
and ſuffer in our ſtead, without taking our na- 
ture upon him. Neither can we do and ſuffer 
the will of God in an acceptable manner to 
him, without being joined to his divine nature: 
The one being as impoſſible with man, as the 
*h other was impoſſible for God. That theſe 
things are ſo, we know, but to account for 
them, we cannot. In order to underſtand this 
oneneſs with Chiiſt the better, conſider your- 
ſelf as iron put into fire becomes as fire, receivs 
ing of its properties; ſo you, joined to Chriſt, 
are changed into his nature, and become all love 
and light in the Lord. Or, as a drop of water 
thrown into the ocean, and there loſt; or as 
liquors, which, when mixed together, become 
one; the ſtrongeſt altering the properties of the 
reſt, and making them to partake of its own 
virtues. - Inſtead of thus underſtanding this im- 
portant point, have you not rather looked 
upon Chriſt's filling your heart, as you fill a 
veſſel with water, out of a well, notwithſtand- 
ing which, the veſſel and the well remain ſtill 
two diſtinct things? Have you ever ſeen it in 
this view before? As the food you eat diffuſes 
its nouriſhing and quickening virtue through all 
the parts of your body, and enables you to per- 
form the functions of life, even ſo Chriſt (who 
tells us, that As fleſh is meat indeed, and his blood | 
is drink indeed; and they who eat his fleſh, and | 
drink his blood, dwell in him, and he in them ; and | 
. he that eateth him, ſhall live for ever) diffuſes. or 
ſpreads himſelf, by his bleſſed. Spirit, through: | 
| | t 


\ 
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the whole ſoul, till both, being truly incorpo- | 
rated, the whole lump is leavened, and we 
awake up after his likeneſs. You know leaven, 
when put into meal, ſpreads itſelf throughout the 
whole mals, till the one is totally loſt in the other. 
By this, you may underſtand, what it is to be 
joined to Jeſus Chriſt in one Spirit; for the 
one, I take to be a true emblem of the other. 
Perhaps, one reaſon, why real chriſtians deny 
the poſſibility of a deliverance from fin in this 
life, is, they ſee not clearly. the manner where- 
by it can be effected; not conceiving the work 
muſt be carried on, and finiſhed, by the ſame 
means it was begun. And finding corruption 
ſtill ſtrong, after many years fighting againſt it, 
they think it can only be extirpated by death; 
and ſo by their experience, endeavour to ex- 
plain all thoſe precious promiſes whereby we 
may partake of the divine nature quite different- 
ly from their plain literal meaning, and make 
them to mean almoſt nothing. What ſhall we 
do then? Why, inſtead of crying to the Lord, 
as formerly, to take this or that fin away, tell 
the Lord, you expect never to be delivered 
from the carnal mind, till he is pleaſed to unite 
you more clofely to himſelf; and relying firmly 
upon him, or believing that he will do it, nei- 
ther ſeek nor defire deliverance any other way. 
And when Chriſt is fully formed in you, as lea- 
ven in a meaſure of meal, you ſhall be a hoy 
lamp unto the Lord. Aſk not for the increaſe 
of any particular grace, without the-increaſe of 
this union, which will produce more of every 
fruit of the Spirit in you. Uſe all the ordinan- 
ces diligently, but ſee that you have only an eye 
to this conjunction in them. The reaſon why 
_ Chriſtians are ſo unſtable, and have ſo little of 
the mind which was in Quaſi very plain: In 
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their purſuit after holineſs, they feek not after 
this oneneſs. As fruit plucked 7 rom a tree ſoon 
rots, ſo our comforts and graces ſoon die away, 
becauſe we plucked them, inſtead of tranſplant- 
ing, (if I may ſo ſpeak) the tree of lite into the 

rden of our heart, which bears all manner of 
fruit at all ſeaſons, and whoſe leaves are for the 
healing of our ſouls. Reader, be you thus 
wiſe, and you ſhall love, obey, rejoice, adore, 
and praiſe the Lord, and walk before him in 
holineſs and righteouſneſs all your days. Whilſt 
you are thus ſecking to be loft in *brift, you 
may inſenſibly advance in holineſs, till all your” 
fins be totally ſubdued. Or the Lord may ſud- 
denly come to his temple, and when he and his 
Father come to ſup with you, and abide in you, 
fin muſt inſtantly depart. The deſtruction of 
| fin not being effected by our ſufferings and 
workings, but upon our cloſer union with Jeſus 
. Ehriſt, our happy deliverance may be now. 
Therefore it may be as inſtantaneous as the re- 
moving of guilt, both being effected by the ſame 
means. And as {in dies, holineſs will ſpring 
up; for that which cauſes the deſtruction of the 
one, will procure the growth of the- other. Ho- 
Tineſs never grows more ſenſibly. than after the 
deſtruction of ſin, as corn never thrives better 
than when the field is cleared from all weeds. 
Love or hatred, humility or pride, nay. all other 
graces, or their contrary evils, muſt poſſeſs our 
hearts , therefore, if that which is evil is done 
away, that which is its contrary good, muſt in- 
ſtantly ſtep into its place. Though it is true, a 
ſoul that is purified (having a- clearer view of 
the purity of God, the infiniteneſs of all his at- 
— and the immenſe diſproportion there is 
between God and himſelf, than he before had) 
might lay, I want love and every other grace 
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yet this in no wiſe implies, that he has none of 


the graces of the Spirit, unleſs you can ſuppoſe 


one delivered from fin to he as a ſtone ; but it 
means, that the union fuch an one has with 
Chriſt, is but as that of a tender branch to a 
tree, which cannot receive now all that fap it 
will derive from the tree, when it is grown 


ſtronger. By 


By thus deſcribing it, we ſee how poſfible it is 
to be growing, whilſt we are in this world. Some, 
ſuppoling the heart to be full of God, as a veſſel 


ts full of liquor, cannot conceive how we can 


grow, after being full, and therefore abhor the 


doctrine of Chriſtian Perfection, as carrying 


ſanQification too far. But if we confider it in 
the view we have*been propoſing it, perhaps it 
will not only ſtop the mouths of gainſayers, but 
encourage thoſe who ſeek it {till to preſs after, 
and expect it in a more evangelical way. 

Sanctification is then a progreſſive work: 
Though the compleat deſtruction of the power 


as well as the. removal of the guilt of fin is in- 


ſtantaneous. It begins as ſoon as we are united 
to jeſus, and is carried on even after fin is de- 
ſtroyed, and ſo long as we remain in the body; 
ſeeing we can here enjoy no ſuch union and 
communion with the Father and the Son, as al- 
lows of no daily increaſe. But let us take care 
in ſeeking deliverance from ſin, that we do not 
confine God, and ſet him a time. Let us ra- 
ther expect it every moment, till we are made 
partakers of it. By this cloſe union with Jeſus, 
we ſhall be all life, and ſhall be actuated, moved, 
and ſtrengthened by the Holy Ghoſt, to do and 
ſuffer the whole will of God, which will be- 
coine our meat and drink. By this union our 
ſouls, bodies, and * our concerns, will be 
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given up to Jeſus; and his graces, kingdom, and 
all things which are for our good, will be made 
over to us. St. Paul ſays, Chriſt being your's, 
all things are your's. This conjunction there- 
fore will deliver us from all wrong fears, cares, 
and defires. -Let others then ſeek this or that 
grace, this or that frame; but let us fimply 
give ourſelves up to God through Jeſus Chriſt, 
carrying all our grievances to him, believing 
that he will redreſs them ; laying all our wants 
before him, believing that he will ſupply them; 
let us by. a firm reliance on the Lord make him 
our all. When we fall ſhort in duty, or are 
overcome by ſin, in ſpite of our watching, 
without being diſcouraged, let us humble our- 
felves before the Lord, and tell him, we ſhall 
never do better till he gives us more of his Spi- 
Tit, and unites us more to himſelf; and believ- 
ing that he will, let us forget the things that are 
behind, and ſet out afreſh. When we are kept 
in the hour of temptation, when we have done 
any thing well, or when we go on comfortably, 
and can rejoice before the Lord with a pure 
conſcience, let us ſay, Not unto us, not unto 
us, but unto thee be the praiſe ; for, according 
to his mercy he ſaved us. We ſhould endeavour 
to have an unſhaken confidence in God our 
Father, and always come to him as children; 
and ſeek to be fully united to him and his Son 
Jeſus Chrift. If we make Chriſt our all, then 
let us no more chuſe for ourſelves, but leave it 
to him, who is our wiſdom, to chuſe for us in 
every reſpect; and be perſuaded, that what he 
chuſes is beſt for us. This is living by faith, 
and this is the way for every grace to grow. 

The ſcriptures, in order to ſet Chriſt forth 
in the moſt amiable and engaging view, make 
him every thing to the foul, under the ſimili- 
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tudes of meat, drink, cloaths, ſun, ſhield, rock, 
Kc. and ſhew hereby, that if we are joined to 
the Lord in one ſpirit, we can want for nothing. 
This proves then, that but one thing is needful ; 


that is, an union with Chriſt; or if we have it, 


a cloſer union with him. For you ſee, by hav- 
ing this one thing, you have all other things ; 
and by having an increaſe of this one thing, you 
have the increaſe of all other things. 
It might be a great bleſſing to us, if we ſaw 
more clearly, how Chriſt ſtands particularly re- 
lated to us in his various offices. I fear moſt 
chriſtians ſee hardly any difference between 
Chriſt a prophet, - prieſt, and king, and Chriſt 


made to us wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification, 


and redemption ; therefore by God's aſſiſtance I. 
ſhall endeavour to ſhew the difference. Chriſt 
being our prophet, prieſt, and king, ſeems to 
be only an outward relation; but made to us 
wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and re- 
demption, an inward. As a prophet,” he teaches 
us our duty by his word, ſpirit, providence, ſer- 
vants, . and . judgments ; but though men are 
taught, yet they turn not to God, and cannot, 
till Chriſt is made to them wiſdom; when they 
become wiſe to embrace the truths that are re- 
vealed to them, and to walk according to the 
light tliey have received. He is called our wiſ- 
dom, becauſe he makes us wiſe unto ſalvation. 
As a prieſt, he has offered the ſacrifice, and has 
done all the law required for to make full ſatiſ- 
faction for the {ins of the whole world, and pro- 
eure pardon and righteouſneſs for finners. He 
has entered into the holy of holies, the kingdom 
of God, and there ever liveth to make intercęſſiun 
for us; yet how few receive the remiſſion of their 
fins, and wherefore? they receive not Chriſt 
made 3 neſs hy an application of 
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himſelf. For we are only righteous, by being in 
him the Lord of righteouſneſs, as Jeremiah calls 
him. And if we were counted righteous any other 


way, than by being joined to him; it would be 


great impropriety to call him our righteouſnels. 


"Wherefore to be juſtified by faith, muſt mean 
to be juſtified by being joined to Chriſt, who is 


our righteouſneſs ; by virtue of which union, 
his righteouſneſs is imputed to us. Being in Chrift 


the righteous, we muſt of courſe be righteous. 
too, and therefore we are acquitted, as ſoon as 
this union takes place. To fuppoſe we may be 


righteous without this, is, to ſuppoſe we may be 


righteous out of Chriſt, which cannot be. As. 


a king, he has given us laws with ſevere threaten- 
ings, and encouraging promiſes annexed, in or- 


der that all his ſubjects (that is, all mankind. 
throughout the world) ſhould punctually ob- 
terve them; but till he is made to us ſanctifica- 


tion, we have no power ſo to do. But then 
power is immediately communicated to us, when 
we are united to him, who is our ſanctification. 


Wherefore ſanctification begins, as ſoon as we 


are juſtified; for as I obſerved before, that 
which is the cauſe of the one, is alſo the cauſe 
of the other. But above all, Chriſt is made to 
us redemption, implying a deliverance from all 


outward evil, as the grave, hell, &c. And a. 


deliverance from all inward evil, as ſin, and 
whatſoever proceeds therefrom, as fears, cares, 
& c. And the latter may be accompliſhed, as 1 


have already ſhewed, in this life. Reader, let 


me now beſeech you to meditate upon theſe 


words; Chriſt- made to us wiſdom, righteouſ- 
neſs, ſanctification, and redemption. And O 


reſt not till you have an intereſt in them all ; 


for they are comfortable words, and full of mat- 
ter. Yet, obſerve, they are not to be under 
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ſtood as to ſet Chriſt aſide, in his prophetic, 
prieſtly, or kingly office; for we ſhall ever 
want him in every reſpect the New Teſtament 
fets him forth to us. And he is then truly our 
Prophet, when he is all our wiſdom; and our 
prieſt; when he is all our righteouſneſs ; nor 
can we honour him truly as our king, till he is 
our ſanctification and redemption. . | 
After alFthat hath been done; to ſet Chriſtian 
Perfection forth in a clear and diſtin view; 
- Tome may object, and ſay, For a man to be per- 
fect, is to rob Chriſt of the honour that is due | 
to him, by making man proud, and indepen- -Y 
dent of God: Surely ſuch an objection muſt 
appear very frivolous, after what I have- ſaid 
concerning it. It is ſo far from exalting the 
ereature, and robbing Chriſt of his glory, that 
nothing exalts Jeſus Chriſt, and humbles the 
creature equal to it. This doctrine ſets Chriſt 
on his throne, whilſt it keeps the ereature in the 
duſt at his feet; and I cannot coneeive that any 
thing elſe will do it ſo effectually.— Again, ſome 
pious ſouls may object to the poſſibility of being 
delivered from fin, whilſt in the body; becauſe 
that whilſt we are in it, we are liable to err in 
our judgment, and therefore may think, ſpeak, 
or act, not always exactly as we ought; beſide, 
this animal frame will occaſion wanderings in 
prayer, and other duties, more or leſs, as it is 
indiſpoſed. If the pious reader will acquieſce 
to what follows, I will not diſpute the matter 
with him. By deliverance from ſin, I mean not 
a deliverance from that which is the cauſe f 
his objection; but the being freed from all ſelf- 
will; ſo as to live wholly in the wilFof God, ſo 
far as we know it, and embrace it as our meat 
and drink. I underſtand by it a freedom from 
pride, ſo as to have all felf annihilated, and 
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Chriſt alone exalted, by being made every thin 
to the believer. It is to have all that is contrary | 
to love done away, and to love God with all our 
heart, and our neighbour as ourſelves. In one 
word, I mean, that I atm no longer to live, but 
Chriſt to live in me:; thus J become pure in 
heart, and always ſee God. If you grant me 
but this, I will give up the other; and thus we 
ſhall agree, and mean the ſame thing; or if we 
differ, it will be oaly about words. | 


Now let not fome on the one hand appre- 
hend, that I make too little of Chriſt, and raiſe 
the creature too high; for the creature is 
brought down to nothing, and Chrift exalted, 
as being all, and in all, And let not others, on 
the contrary, ſuſpect, that my aſcribing every. 
thing to + Chriſt, and nothing to the - crea- 
ture, will open a door for antinomian licentiouſ- 
neſs. For this cannot be, as the faith or union 
with Chrift, which J have recommended, is the 
only way of eſtabliſhing the law; the keeping 
of which being impoſſible, whilſt ſeparate from 
him. Severed from me, ye can do nothing, 
What I have advanced, does not make Chriſt 
doing all without us in his own perſon, and 
Faving us in our fins, as antinomians do; but 
doing all in us now, as he did all formerly on 
the croſs, and ſaving us from the pollution as 
well as from the guilt of ſin. To ſay indeed, 
Believe you have the thing you want, and you 
have it, is likely to produce great extravagan- 
cles, as it has already done. What lengths of 
enthuſiaſm it might lead to we know not. It 
feems, that all thoſe evils which have lately been 
broached, and ſpread by good. men, have ariſen... 
from miſtaken notions of the nature of ſaving 
faith. But nothing will ſo effectually humble, 
and ſave us nn. as ſuch a cloſe 
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union with, and dependence upon, the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, as I have proved true faith to be. 


Now give me leave to enforce what has been 
ſaid. Whoſoever thou art, that readeſt theſe 
Lines, I pray that they may prove inſtrumental 
to the ſaving of thy foul. And firſt, I addreſs 
myſelf to you, who are groaning under the 
burden of a guilty conſcience ; and I atk, Do 
you abhor ſin? Are your fins your burden? 
Are you ſenſible of your unworthineſs, and of 
the depravity of your nature ? And do you de- 
fire to live to God? If it be fo with you, I 
fay, Take courage, uſe what power you have 
to keep you from unprofitable company, to 
avoid what you know is evil, to be found in 
every known duty; be diligent in all the means 
of grace, and come to Chriſt juſt as you are, 
ONE that he will in no wiſe caſt you out. 
Dare to believe, that notwithſtanding the multi- 
tude. of your fins, he will have mercy upon 
Fou; and nothing ſhall keep Chriſt and you 

from being joined in one ſpirit. Only, whilſt 
you are ufing the means, remember they are but 
intended. as bridges for you to walk over to 
Jeſus; and therefore in them, look only for 
this bleſſed union. When you fall ſhort in du- 

ties, or are overcome by any fin, be not diſcou- 
raged; but let this ſtir you up to a greater dili- 
gence in the means, eſpecially private prayer, 
felf-denial, and moderate faſting, as your body 
will allow. In the mean time remember, you 
will be unſtable and weak, till you have your 
anchor caſt even within the veil, that is, till 
you are fully united to Chriſt. As nothing can 
remove guilt from your conſcience, make you 
the children of God, and deliver you from the 
power of fin, but this faith or union; ſeek deli- 
verance no other way, expect to be made God's 


{ 58 9 | 
children through no other means. Believe ſted- 
faſtly, that the Lord, whom you. ſeek, will be 
found of you; and let not your unworthineſs 
keep you from him; for you will never be bet- 


ter than you are, till you are united to him, 


therefore you might as well ſeek the bleſſing in 
this way at firſt as at laſt, And whilſt you are 
ſeeking it, the Lord may, in an hour you little 
expect, and in the moſt diſtreſſing moment, 
break in upon your. foul, and make you one 
with himfelt. Vu burdens and fears ihatl then 
be removed, and you ſhall derive life from him, 
whereby you ſhall rejoice, and bring forth fruit 
to the glory of God. This is the ſhort and only 
way, as it is the goſpel way of ſetting poor fin- 
ners at liberty from the guilt and power of fin.— 
Secondly, I ſhall endeavour to perſuade and en- 
courage believers to go forward; and firſt I with 
that they could examine themſelves, whether the! 

are not ſettling upon their lees, content wit 

what they have received, without ſeeking a 
growth in grace; or if they are. preſſing for- 
ward, whether they are not ſeeking holineſs by 
the deeds of the law, endeavouring to ſanctiff 
themſelves; or, if they are ſeeking holineſs as. 
the free gift of God, through Chriſt alone, whe- 
ther they do not ſeek it as ſomething to be in- 
fuſed into them, or ſomething to be impreſſed 
upon them, ſeparate from Chriſt. To know 
this, you eel not be long at a loſs, if you 
would only impartially examine yourſelves, 
whether you have leſs of fin in you, more of 
the mind of Chrift, can withſtand temptations 
better, and have more nearneſs to him in duties, 
than when you firſt began to ſeek deliverance 
from fin. If it is not fo with you, be aſſured, 
you have been labouring in vain. Do you not 
find fin in you at times as ſtrong as ever, though 
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you have perhaps been ten, fifteen, or twenty - 
years ſeeking to be delivered from it? And are 
you not now ready to give over ſeeking, and to 
conclude, there. is no ſuch ſtate to be enjoyed? 
Be then but perſuaded to ſeek it in God's way, 
and you ſhall ſoon be convinced from happy ex- 
perience, that there is ſuch a ſtate to be enjoyed 
upon earth. Had you but ſought it at firſt in 
the right way, you might have been a happy 
| witneſs of it ten or fifteen years ago. Thus to 
ſeek holineſs, is the ſureſt way of not depend- 
ing upon duties, and of taking courage, when 
corruption is ſtrong. Nothing ſo effectually 
ſtrips us of ſelf-dependence. See that you give _ 
not way to unbelief, becauſe of your unfaith- 
fulneſs, but dare to believe, that the Lord will 
cleanſe you from all unrighteoufneſs, by becom- 
ing your ſanctification. Believe that he will do 
it in ſpite of your corruption, and all that men 
or devils can ſay againſt it. But be careful, you 
do not ſeek deliverance, nor expect it any other 
way, than by ſuch a cloſe union with Chriſt, 
whereby you ſhall be loſt in him as a drop in the 
ocean. See alfo that you do not fret, becauſe 
you are not delivered as ſoon as you defire ; and 
for what you know, whilſt you continue ſeeking, 
he may, in a moment, even when fin is at the 
height, diffuſe himſelf through every faculty of 
your ſoul ; then all that is in you ſhall be holi- 
neſs unto the Lord. It appears to me as impoſ- 
ible to have any dependence upon our perfor- 
mances, or any part of felf, in ſeeking holinets 
in the manner I have been laying it down, as it is 
impoſſible not to depend upon them in a greater 
or leſſer degree, if we ſeek it any other way. 


As this Treatiſe may fall into the hands of ſome 
who are wallowing in fin, or drowning themſelves 


in the pleaſures of life, I would, thirdly, ipeak 
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treat, if they love their ſouls, and would be happy, 
to walk according to the light they have received 


by doing thoſe things they know they ought to 
do, and by omitting thoſe things they know they 
ſhould nk do; and I beſeech them to be much 
in private prayer, and the other ordinances, that 
the Lord may convince them of their loſt ſtate; 


This is ſo neceſſary a work, that we cannot have 
that faith of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which brings 
_ falvation to the ſoul, before this conviction is 
wrought in us. For the latter prepares us for 


the former. And if we die without this faith, 
we are loſt for ever. Therefore; my friends, de- 
lay not, as you are not ſure of a moment; but 
late yourſelves from the duſt, uſe the means of 
grace, and call mightily upon the Lord, that he 


might have mercy upon you, And ceaſe not, 


till-you obtain mercy. 


To conclude. I would abit the Sons of 
every denomination, to let all controverſy die 
away. Inſtead of diſputing about election or 


perfection, or any other opinion, let us all ſtrive 


after the inward religion, the life of God in the 

ſoul, or being joined to Chriſt in one ſpirit, 
which has been recommended in this Treatiſe. 
And if we are already united to Chriſt, let us 


endeavour after a daily increaſe of union with 
him, looking upon this as the one needful thing, 


and upon all other things as mere ſhadows. Now 


to God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, be aſ- 
| cribed all pramey as is 5 n for evermore. 6 


